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SBCCD HOSTS REGIONAL 
SPELLING BEE
Austin Leong of Serrano Middle 
School in Montclair is the champion of 
the San Bernardino County Spelling 
Bee sponsored by San Bernardino 
Community College District. His winning 
word was “coalition.” The competition 
involving 24 spellers from K-12 schools 
across San Bernardino County lasted 49 
rounds. Spellers competed at the San 
Bernardino Valley College auditorium 
on Saturday, March 16.

Leong now advances to compete in 
the 2019 Scripps National Spelling 
Bee in the Washington, D.C. area, and 
broadcast on ESPN channels May 
29–31. 

SBCCD KICKS OFF COLLEGE 
PROMISE
While many community colleges offer one 
year of free college to eligible students, 
the San Bernardino Community College 
District has gone above and beyond what 
most community colleges are doing.

On March 8, SBCCD officials announced 
The Free College Promise; two years of 
free college, free textbooks, plus each 
participant receives $300 cash and 
the use of a laptop. “There is no GPA 
requirement and no essay,” said SBCCD 
Chancellor Bruce Baron. This is the 
first self-funded two-year free college 
promise initiative in Inland Southern 
California.

The Free College Promise will start this 
fall with 1,000 high school graduates of 
the class of 2019. Priority will be given 
to grads from:

Bear Valley Unified School District, 
Colton Joint Unified School District, 
Redlands Unified School District, Rialto 
Unified School District, Rim of the World 
Unified School District, San Bernardino 
City Unified School District, Yucaipa-
Calimesa Unified School District.
To be eligible, students must fill out 
the California Community College 
application, fill out the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or 
California Dream Act application by 
August 1, 2019, and take a full course 
load each semester.

The competition encourages students 
to set goals and dedicate time to 
study and prepare. Participation also 
provides an opportunity for students 
to gain experience in public speaking 
and performing under pressure.

The Scripps National Spelling Bee 
provides the list of words for the 
regional competition. The Bee reaches 
an estimated 11 million students 
across the country and in other parts of 
the world with the classroom materials 
it provides to enrolled schools. The 
purpose of the Bee is to help students 
improve their spelling, increase their 
vocabularies, learn concepts and 
develop correct English usage that will 
help them all their lives.
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SBCCD EMPLOYEE HEALTH 
FAIR
Live well, live happy. This is an ideology 
that many of the team in human 
resources (HR) of the San Bernardino 
Community College District are 
expressing to employees. 

This year’s health fair held on April 
11th, hosted more than 20 vendors 
that offered plenty of respective 
resource information and giveaways 
that will help SBCCD employees 
improve their health and wellness. 
Some of the resources offered were

free health screening tests including: 
body fat, blood pressure, grip 
strength, body water percentage and 
brief massages. Raffle and food was 
provided at no cost to employees by 
Go Fusion N’ Grill food truck & SBVC’s 
very own Culinary Arts food truck.


